Vipava Valley

The paradise
valley is real
Sun-kissed and wind-shaped landforms that captivate the eye.
Cultural heritage that reflects borderless abundance.
Opportunities for active leisure with a twist.
Gourmet pampering sessions and premium wines that leave you speechless.

Lands

cape

pristin
e beau

ty

The Vipava Valley is uniquely different. All year round.
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L A N D S C A P E

Trnovo and
Banjšice Plateau

Otlica natural
window

This diverse landscape features

This amazing feature is located

a plethora of amazing karst phe-

near the village of Otlica over

nomena and makes for a great

Ajdovščina. It is a popular stop

place for a quiet retreat or sport

mostly due to the scenic view

pursuits amidst unspoilt nature.

of the valley it offers.

The burja
wind
This typical northwest wind
can reach speeds of over 200
km/h, and is also responsible
for the clean air of the area.

Adventures
•

•

•

great views from the
edge or top of the karst
plateaus
exploring unique karst
features and water
springs
exploring the meanders
of Vipava River and its
lush banks

A world that
captivates

Vipava
Valley wine
country
The green hills are cov-

Welcome to a strikingly distinct landscape where the western edge of the

ered with vineyards, fruit

Dinarides and Karst meets the warm Mediterranean. The fertile Vipava

trees and Mediterranean

Valley sits nestled between high plateaus on one side and rolling wine hills

plant life. They offer a

on the other, opening up to the plain of the today border-free Goriška
Region to the west.
Its unique climate with an abundance of sunny days, mild winters and the
typical burja wind is perfect for outdoor fans. The beauty of the region’s

Vipava
springs
The only delta-shaped spring

natural features and scenic vistas never fail to impress. The region is

in Europe invites one to take a

peppered with tiny villages and church towers, creating a visually unique

walk across the many bridges

backdrop to the delight of anyone visiting. All year round.

and discover the architectural
features of old Vipava.

welcome respite and a
slower pace of life.

W I N E

Adventures
•

guided wine tastings
with winemakers; homestyle snacks included

•

tasting menus of top
chefs with an unmistakeable local flair

•

open door periods traditionally called osmica

&
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D I N E

Savour
the flavours
Local cuisine
Dishes such as the famous jota
stew continue the rich culinary
heritage of the area. Also, frittata, walnut štruklji and desserts
with local fruits should definitely
not be missed.

You only get to know a country after you’ve tasted its cuisine. Wines from the Vipava
Valley are a special treat indeed. Wine fans will be amazed at the rare old-school
varieties found here – especially the native Zelèn. Boutique wine cellars combine
tradition and state-of-the-art winemaking skills to produce premium quality wines.
Wine tastings are also available.
Establishments with traditional fare and fine dining places will take you into flavour
town. Home-style dishes are always seasonal and made from locally sourced ingredients. The local culinary tradition can be tasted in the imaginative creations made by
top-level chefs. This was also recognized by the Michelin Guide which rewarded their
unique touch and brilliant culinary skills with the coveted Michelin stars and awards.

Vipava Valley
prosciutto
Dry-cured in the wind, this meat
delicacy announces the start of
a delectable feast. The pa-

Culinary
masterpieces
Internationally acclaimed chefs
know how to pay tribute to exquisite local ingredients and the rich
culinary heritage of the area.

Wine cellars
The stone cellars with impressive vaults are normally built
underground. It is here where
the secrets to exquisite wines
from the Vipava Valley are
carefully kept.

per-thin slices signal a prelude
to a remarkable symphony of
local flavours.

Homesteads
and agritourism
farms
Simple garden-to-table country
fare. Enjoy the unique flavours and
embrace the hospitality.
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C U L T U R E

Adventures
•

•

•

guided tours of castles,
museums and other
cultural landmarks
summer music events
and culinary festivals
in aristocratic castle
settings
tours of small and varied
museum collections

Stories and
images of
yore
Here, where worlds meet and where different cultures have been influencing each other for millennia, the stories of ancient Roman forts, medieval
castles, Renaissance and Baroque manor houses and countless churches
continue to live on. Their magnificence and simplicity reflect the spirit of
their builders and visionaries, all of whom left a deep mark in the area.

Zemono Manor
House
Sitting in the vicinity of Vipava, this
late Renaissance manor house was
designed as a pleasure palace. Today, it hosts one of the top fine dining establishments in the country.

Rihemberk Castle
Overlooking the village of Branik, this quintessential medieval
castle is one of the biggest in the
country. It is underway to being
restored to its former glory.

It’s especially important to note how even despite the turbulent history of
the region, the precious cultural heritage managed to survive up until the
present day. Two ancient monastery libraries, one in Vipavski Križ and another in Kostanjevica, and a number of artworks across castles and churches make up the invaluable treasure of the Vipava Valley and attest to the
historically cosmopolitan character of the Goriška Region.

Roman fort
Castra
Vipavski Križ
The tiny fortified medieval town
features lovely little alleys. Behind the
walls of the Capuchin Monastery a
sizeable library and various precious
artworks are being kept.

The Bourbon
crypt
Kostanjevica Monastery holds the
remains of the last descendants of
this French royal family who died
in exile, and also the only tomb of
a French monarch outside France.

Ajdovščina boasts the largest surviving Roman wall in Slovenia. It consists of a wall with fourteen towers
dating back to the 3rd century AD.

A C T I V E

L E I S U R E

Mountain
biking

Skydiving
Tandem skydiving takes places

SUP and
kayaking

1 1

with an instructor and is the

The plateaus are crisscrossed

best way to see all of Vipava

with well-kept trails offering thrill,

Valley whilst also catching a

sports fun as well as scenic views

glimpse of the Julian Alps, the

of the Vipava Valley and the plain
of Goriška.

Karst and the Adriatic Sea.

From early spring to late fall, Vipava
River is the spot for water sport fans
who are keen to let out their wild side

Hiking trails

among the river’s lush banks.

Whether it’s low hills or steep slopes,

Cycling
tours

the region’s hiking trails never cease

Pedal through lovely vineyards, old

views, climb to the edge of the pla-

villages and past dramatic castles.

teaus or, if you can, to the top.

to amaze with the scenic backdrop
and natural landmarks. For the best

Arguably, this is the best way to
discover the beauty of the region
and taste its abundant offering.

Active outdoors.
All year round.
The Vipava Valley and Goriška Region have a lot to offer in the way of
outdoor pursuits. Cycling and hiking, freeflying, mountain running and
ing, fishing and horse riding – reconnect with the great outdoors in this

Adventures

pristine setting and top it off with amazing sights.

•

guided cycling and hiking
tours with local guides

•

theme hikes in groups
retracing local heritage

•

international competitions: mountain running
and cycling

climbing, adrenaline-fuelled pursuits, kayaking and stand up paddleboard-

You will be spoilt for choice: whether you’re taking it easy, going for a
serious training session or chasing an adrenaline high, friendly chats with
locals and tour guides are part and parcel of the whole experience. Round
it all off with good local food. The mild climate and snowless winters allow
for outdoor fun year-round. This plus other lovely peculiarities will surely
make for memorable moments.
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B O R D E R L E S S

Conurbation
of two cities
In the aftermath of WW2, a new state border was drawn, leaving Gorica/

Nova Gorica
Together with Gorizia in Italy, the cities overcame their historical hurdles.
Today, the conurbation is united by
shared values of friendship and a
border-free existence.

Gorizia (up until that point the hub of the region) in Italy and leading to the
birth of Nova Gorica – today a city with a youthful vibe, teeming with parks
and regal roses. Decades later, the border is gone and the two towns
(Nova Gorica and Gorizia) have merged into a conurbation of two languages and two cultures.

Europe Square

Today, the Goriška Region fosters cross-border cooperation and is set to
develop into a Europe-wide unique area of coexistence between two cul-

The shared square right on the

tures that play off each other. Discovering landmarks on both sides of the

state border is located in front of

border, experiencing the pulse of the shared town square and witnessing

the railway station in Nova Gorica

first-hand how the border has become irrelevant makes for a very special

and boasts an intriguing mosaic of

travel experience.

new Europe as a symbol of modern
coexistence.

Sveta Gora

Casinos and
amusement
arcades

The famous pilgrimage site with

Entertainment with state-of-the-art

the magnificent basilica and Fran-

games of chance and attractive

ciscan Monastery is a remarkable

shows give Nova Gorica a special

cultural monument, hosting numer-

kind of appeal.

ous precious artworks.

Solkan Bridge
Boasting the biggest stone arch in
the world among railway bridges,
this beautiful piece of civil engineering was constructed on the
famous Bohinj Railway connecting
Vienna and Trieste.

Sabotin Peace Park
A cross-border peace park and a stop on
the Walk of Peace from the Alps to the
Adriatic preserves the memory and heritage of WW1 and is an appeal for peace
and harmony.

L O C A L

Rural vibe
Whether you’re glamping,
old-school camping, staying
in a cosy apartment or a
lovely room at a farm – the
rural vibe is almost palpable.

Vipava
Valley farms
The farms are typically small, family-run and steeped in tradition.
Their focus is on fruit and vegetable production, and the small
cellars are where great wines are
made with utmost skill and care.
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F L A I R

Hospitality
and simplicity
The Vipava Valley and Goriška Region enthral visitors with its natural beauty and
authentic food. However, the most memorable part of the whole experience are
the local people. They are honest and friendly and will gladly open the doors to
their homesteads and let you in for a delectable tasting of food and wine, show
you the most obscure corners of the valley and treat you the best they can.
Why don’t you stay for a couple of days? Countryside accommodations – whether
with a touch of luxury or simple – are the perfect place to slow down and take it
easy. Meanwhile, city lodgings provide superior comfort in an urban setting. Your
local guides will be more than happy to create a custom itinerary for a world-class
experience and take you to uniquely different sites. Here, it’s all about authentic
hospitality.

Top adventures
Locally guided outings to natural
landmarks and features normally
get wrapped up with traditional
wine tastings in the local cellars.

Villages
The tiny scattered villages

Hotels

follow a very specific layout.

Boutique hotels and casino hotels of-

Visitors are captivated by the

fer unparalleled comfort, a top wine

stone details, enclosed court-

and dine offering and superb service.

yards and ornate portals.
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Q U I E T & G R E E N

Worth
visiting
Vipava Valley and the cross-border Goriška Region are aligned with the principles of sustainable
tourism. Maintaining nature intact and leading a
nature-friendly lifestyle are important values shared
by the locals. More than half of the region falls under
Natura 2000. The spring waters are clean and safe
for drinking. This is a safe and friendly destination in
every way. Guests are asked to join the local efforts
and act responsibly toward nature and people. Enjoy
a relaxing timeout. All year round.

In the heart of Europe,
where worlds meet
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